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 Jules Walter and Professor Miles, London 

When traveling from frostbitten North America to warmer climates, we tend to thaw out, 
and marvel at the apparent simplicity of pastoral life in various island destinations. This 
was not the case for former MIT professor, Perry Miles, who, in 1963, visited Antigua 
with his wife in search of his family roots, only to make incredible discoveries about his 
Walter family’s true history. 

Growing up in Australia, Professor Miles grew up hearing beautifully embroidered 
stories from his grandparents of an idyllic life as his wealthy planter class family lived 
peacefully in far off Antigua. According to oral history, his forebears included rich 
plantation owners and highly educated collateral ancestors, including a brilliant 
physician who traveled from London to serve the Court of Spain. His American 
cousins, who, like his Australian family, proudly displayed expensively made oil 
portraits of their forebears, also grew up hearing, and believing the same family stories. 

The professor was somewhat surprised to arrive in an Antigua that was little changed 
from the tales of his childhood; with fields of sugar cane covering the landscape, and 
women in traditional long dresses and attractive bandanas protecting their heads from 
the hot sun. Assuming that the entire population was comprised of descendants of the 
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men and women who worked on plantations including that of his family, the professor 
and his wife went into town to search for clues to his family’s roots. They found a store 
in the center of town with the large letters WALTER on the façade, and looked in to find 
people of color. Feeling mildly embarrassed about what he then believed to be his 
family’s history of enslaving others and that it would be an intrusion to enter, he and his 
wife continued walking down the road. 

Upon returning to the U.S., he began an extensive research project into his family’s 
history, where he learned that his ancestors were in fact of mixed race. Discovering an 
1830 English petition sent to Parliament, whereby his ancestor, Peter Philip Walter 
requested the right to run his family plantation (he was labeled a mulatto), the pieces 
fell into place for Professor Miles. After making that discovery, his study blossomed 
into a project that has connected many relations together in a poetic way, as he 
realized he was in fact related to many Antiguans of color, including actors, artists, 
doctors, educators, a lady judge, ministers of government, and even a prime minister! 

Jules Walter as Soubise in BBC’s, “The Fight Against Slavery” 

In 1953, the glamorous Eileen Gallwey embarked for London with Frank Walter, 
Antigua’s first plantation manager of color. Gallwey would matriculate from the 
prestigious Gray’s Inn, and turn out to be one of the first women of color to become a 
barrister and Queen’s Counsel from Antigua. Frank Walter is celebrated today as one 
of the Caribbean’s most important and intriguing artists. Their tall handsome relation, 
Jules, later traveled to London where he was an actor in James Bond movies and early 
important films about emancipation. Jules was happily reunited with his cousin Perry 
Miles at their ancestor’s tomb located just behind the swank Savoy Hotel in central 



London. It’s amazing to reflect upon the fact that these two men were much more 
closely related than those Antiguan Walters who grew up as cousins. 

The story continues in a full circle as younger members of the Walter family include 
prime ministers, writers, and a promising young woman doctor. As the brother of Prime 
Minister Sir George Walter, journalist/author Sir Selvyn Walter has single-handedly 
chronicled many fascinating histories of Antigua. His writings including the story of 
cricket, Antigua as the birthplace of the steel drum, and subtle stories of politics and 
power throughout the Caribbean. 

Happily, the Walter family has been reunited, and are all the better for it, as they are 
strengthened in celebrating the richness of heritage and achievement. Antiguan writer 
Jamaica Kincaid describes a subtle, yet potent hatred for others as she creates an 
angry divide between the Antiguan “tourist” and “native” in her first novel, A Small 
Place. As the world has become more connected, one hopes that segregating people 
in such a senseless fashion is a trait of the past. A word to the wise to all travelers: Be 
mutually respectful – smile – extend a friendly hand, and don’t make assumptions 
about others. For the people whom you meet may in fact turn out to be your family. 
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